TRACT

SHOWING THAT THE SEYENTH DAY

SHOULD BE OBSERVED A8 THE SARBIOATH,

INSTEAD OF THR PIRST DAY

ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT.

BY T. M. PREBLE
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'T'ne substance of the following {:a%es, was first
publisked in * The Hope of lsrael,” lVeb. 28, 1845.

Believing however as I do, the subiect contajned in
this little T'ract, to be of great importance, and wish
ing to do what J can, to present this truth to the true
childreh of God; T deem it mrduly to publish it in
the present form, with an enlargement, that it may
have as wide a circulation as possible.

‘That the blessing of God may attend it;

Is the prayer of the

AUTHOR.
March, 1845,

[ R

A rew QUrReTiONS ror THE IlgaDER TOo ANswERm, Bxrone RReaping
& roLLowiNG Paaes.—What authoyity have yon in the Old of Now
gstament, to keep any day gs a Sabbuth, or day of rosi 1
Do you find any command in tho New "Pestumont 7 I not, why do you
not observe the duay that is appointed in thq 4th Commmandment ? .
Has the dny ever been changed? If so, when und where?  Please point
lo the chapter aud Yverse.
When you waa a child, did not your poarents and others who tanght you
hq Beep * Sunday haly,” direct you (o I.I:a “ Pourth Commandmeat ”” ags au-
\ority for tcepmg it thus? Did ’ou eyer thiyk of the inconsistency 79—
The Commbndinent says the seventh day, and yop taught to keep the frst,
How could you reprove a persou for workiug, or doing nur. thing ¢lse on
Sunday, or first doy of the week, as the same lnw which inakes it wrangtp

work, &c. on “God's*holy day," commands ihe obecrvance of the sevenfh
duy; lustead of the firet ]

THI SABBATL.

'TQ THE SAINTS SCATTERED ABROAD.

., BELIEVING it important for us to have thq truth on
Jl subjects, and especially those gannected with the
mmediate coming of Christ, T would present a few
thoughts on the Sabbath: noufor controversy, but for
the consideration ol the true “Isragl,”’ who bre Jook-

1ng for the “promise,”. and speedy “‘redemption.”

‘T'he remarks of DBro, Miller in his “Lecture on the
zreat Sabbath,” T like very well, because I believe
\hey are-true. - In speaking of the Sabbgth he says,—
‘“Its being contajnel in the ten commands, writtén by
the finger of God, on both tables of the testimony, gra-
von on stone,*® to be a sign forever,t and o perjetyal
covenant, proves, in my opinion, beyond the shadow
of n.doubt, that it is as- binding upon the Christian
church as upon the Jewish, ahd. in the sume manney,
und for the same reason.” *“Life and views,”p. 157.
~ [I hope all will pay particylar ntiention to (hese yes:
marks of Br. Miller, and also my references at the hot:
‘om of the page.] n .

Again he says, p. 160, In-speaking of the Sabbadl)
18 a sign, ‘'Qeis g sign, because Glod has given it fp us
xpressly for that purpese,” See our text: “To be a
yign between me and' them),” {. e..betwéen God and the

“hildren of Israel.. Now another question will evidents

y-arise: Who are the children of Israel? 1 answer,

- %See,Ex. 34; 28, Deut. 4: 13 & 10; ¢*
thix. 3117, Ezek, 20:°13.
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while the first covenant was standing, they were tho
children of Jacob, descendants of the twelve tribes;—

but that covenant they broke: see Lev. xxvi, 2, 15,

also, Deut. xxxi. 10—16. This covenant was broken

‘as Moses had foretold. 'Then Jesus Christ brought in

a new covenant which continued the sign of the Sab-
bath, and prepared another people, by writing hislaw
upon their hearts. 'These now are the true Israel; for
‘the changing of the subjects never did, nor ever can
change the moral law of God, Therefore Paul argues
the circumcision of the heart, and says that “they are
not all Israel which are of Israel, neither because they
are the seed of Abraham, are they all children ; bat,
in Isaac shall thy seed be called; i. e. they which are
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of
God ; but the children of the promise are counted for
the seed.” Now if the children of God are the true
Israel, and if the Sabbath was given as a sign forever,
and a perpetual covenant, 1 35(, how can it be abol-
ished while there is one Israelite remaining to claim
the promise? You have evidently noticed, that all
the difficulties on the Sabbath question among Chris-
tians have arisen from the foolish, judaizing notion,
that Israel meant only the literal Jew. . But when we
nnderstand Israel to mean the people of God, the difli-
culties, every man must acknowledge, all vanish at
once. I say, and I believe I am supported by the Bi-
ble, that the moral law was never given to the Jews
as a people exclusively, but they were for a season
the keepers of it in charge. And through them the
law, oracles and testimony, have been handed down
to us. See Paul’s clear reasoning in Romans, 2d, 3d,
and 4th chapters, on this point.
jector, wo are under the same obligation to keep the
Sabbaths of weeks, months and years, as the Jews
were. No, sir; you will observe that these were not
included iu the decalogue; they were atltachments
added by reason of transgression, until the seed shoul

come, to whom the promise of one eternal day or Sab-

Then says the ob-

1n successive order from creation.

b

bath of rest, was made. ‘'Therefore thera remaineth
a koeping of Sabbath to the people of God.”” Only one
kind of Sabbath was given to Adam, and only one re-
mains for us: see Hosea ii. 11: “I will cause all her
mirth to cease, her feast-days, her new moous, and her
sabbaths, and her solemn feasts.” All the Jewish
sabbaths did cease, when Christ nailed them to his
cross. Col. ii. 14—17. “Blotting out the hand writ-
ing of ordinances that was against us, which was con-
trary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 1t to
his cross; and having spoiled principalities and pow-
crs, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over
them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath-days; which are a shadow of
things to come; but the body is of Christ.”” These
were properly called Jewish sabbaths. Hosea says,
‘“‘her Sabbaths.””  But the Sabbath of which we are
speaking, God calls ‘my Sabbath.” Here is a clear
distinction between the creation Sabbath and the cere-
monial.* ‘T'he one is perpetual ; the others were mere-
ly shadows of good things to come, and are limited in
Christ. The Sabbath which remainsis to be kept on
the first day of every week, as a perpetual sign, that
when Christ shall have finished the work of redemp-
tion, we shall’ enter into that rest which remains for

the people of God, which will be an eternal rest.”"

T'he sentiments expressed in the above extract, I be-

lieve to be true, except the closing part where it is said

‘'I'he Sabbath which remains is to be kept on the first
day of every week, as a perpetual sign,”’ &c. Now, 1
ask, how can this be? {)f we keep the first day as ‘‘a
sign,”’ I do not see how we can have our thousand

years’ rest in the new earth, till the eigktk thousand
years, as the first day would be the eighth, reckoning

_ _ But we all as ad-
vent believers, have, and do still expect our rest in the

~ *] hope all will notice the distinction Bro. M. makes between the Jewish

Sabbath, and God's Sabbath; it is cvidently true,
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seventh thousand years. Therefore I think we should

keep the ‘‘seventh day” as ‘‘a sign,’’ “according to the

commandment.’”’ 1 know the reasons which are given
in favor of keeping the first day, and they once satis-
fied me, but fail to do it now, after a thorough exami-
nation of the subject. It is said that the resurrection

of Christ,—and his often meeting his disciples on the

first day of the week—together with the practice of
the Apostles, are sufficient reasons for observing the
first day of the weelt. . 1n regard to the resurrection of
Christ being on the first day of the week, I wjll not
deny, though some may think it needs proof. IRe-
specting Christ’s often meeting his disciples on the first
day, 1 think we have no positive proof that he cver
met with them on this day but onge when they were

assembled for worship, and this we find in Johp xx.

19. In Madtt. all that is said abont it is, ‘‘Behold he
goeth before youinto Galilee; there shall ye see him,”’
&c. Matt. xxviii. 7. Mark says, ‘“he appeared unto
two of them as they went into the country, and after-
ward unto the eleven as they sat at meat,’” &c. Mark
xvi. 12—14. Luke expresses it about the same as
Mark. Luke xxiv. 13-15, 30, 33, and 36. John ap-
pears to be a little more definite and says, “'I'hen the
same day at evening, being the first day¥* of the week,
when tho doorg were shut where the disciples were as-
sembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in
the midst,” &c. John xx. 19. In the 26th verse he
says, ‘‘And after eight days,” &c. Not the eighth day

after, as it ought to be, had Christ met with them the

next first day. TIn the 21st chapter, 1—3 verses we
find that he met them again at the sea of Tiherias
where the disciples were trying to catch fish. We sece
therefore, that Christ appeared to the disciples while
they were ‘‘going into the country’’ — ‘‘as they sat at
meat’’—and wheu they were ‘“fishing,” but only once

_*Let ull notice that wherever the phrase, “first day of the week’’ occurs
in the New Testament, the word day is in ilalics showing that 5t 13 nol in
the original, but supplied by the Trauslators,

day of the week,”. &ec.

d

when they were assembled for worship, unless their
sitting at meat, or together—as the margin reads, be
considered a meeting of worsh'lp. '

In relation to the practice of the apostles, there is
but one meefing of the disciples on the first day of the
week, meptioned in the New Testament, and that is
in Acts xx. 7. But there are many meetings record-
ed, which they held on the Sabbath. '

I know 1 Cor. xvi. 2, is considered proof respecting
the first day ; but when examined, 1 think it proves
the contrary. It says, “Upon the first day of the weel,
let every one of you lay by him in store as God hath
vrospered him,” &c. ‘I'he expression “lay by him in
store,”” 1 think plainly implies that they were at home,
rather than at meﬂtiu_g.-. Rev. i. 10, is the only other

lace that can be construed to favor the first day.—
ohn says, "I was ih the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” —
Now, who knows whether e meant the first or the scv-
enth day? | thipk the latter, because it is called ‘the
Sabbath of the L.oxrd thy God,” but the first, is no-

‘wheretcalled so!!

In regard to the Sabbath, Christ says, ‘“The Son of
man is Lord also of theSabbath.” Not a Subbath, but
the Sabbath.  He says also, ‘“I'he Sabbath was made

for man, and not man for the.Sabbath.” Mark 1. 27,

28. e does not say, the Sabbath was made for the
Jews, and a.Sabbath for the Gentiles, but ‘‘rug Sad-
bath was made r:r*m' man.”’—All mankind. Some may
think that our first day, is in reglity the seventh, but

‘this is settled when we examine Matt, xxviij. 1, and"

Luke xxiii. 56, & xxiv. 1, where a plain distinction is
made between the twodays. Matt. says, “In theend
of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first
Luke says, “And rested the
Sabbath day according to the commandment. Now

‘upon the first day of the week, very early in the morn-

ing,” &e.

~After having examined the ancient custom in rela.

tion to the first day, we will now see what it was in
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vegard to the seventh or Sabbath. 'The first passage I
will notice, is the one just quoted in Luke xxiii, 56.—
“And they returned and prepared spices and oint-
nents, and rested the Sabbath day aceording to the
ommandment.” Mark this : “And rested the Sabbath
lay, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT. Acts Xiii. 42,
iays, “And when the Jews were gone out of the ayn-
wgogue, the Genltiles* hesought that these words might
e plc-'u,he(l to them the next Sabbath.” Verse 44,—
“And the next Sabbath-day came almost the ‘wholo
ity together, to hear the word of God.” Actg xvi. 13.
‘Aund on the Sabbath we went out of the city by ariv-
r side, where prayer was wont to he made." Chap
<vil. 2. ‘“And Paul as his manner was, went in unto
hem, & three Sabbath-days reasaned with them out of
the =cr1ptmcs " This says, “as hig napnsrer was,” xviii.
4, ““And he reasoned in the synagogue evary Sabbath
and persuaded the Jews am}' the eeks." This is
“every Sulbath.’ 11th wverse, And he continued
there a year and six months,”” New if it was Paul's
“mannecr’ toreason in the synagogne “every Sabbath,”
he must have, in this place, abserved seventy-eight
Sabbaths, It is evident that Christ had hiseyeon the
observance of the Sabbath, as late certainly as A. D.
0, when Jerusalem was dcstroyed when he said :—
Py ray ye that your flight be not in tho winter, neither
on the Sabbath-day.” Matt. xxiv, 20. But if this
”mbulauon” spoken of, has reference to the “Papal
persecution,” as many behevc then they werc directed
i1 the observance of the Sabbath to a much later pe-
nod.  Paul mn Ileb. iv. 4, says, ““For ho spake in a
certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God
did rest the seventh day from all his works "7 e —

Not the first, but the seventl day.
A few facs now, to show what those have to ac-

knowledae who keep the first day.
In the meyclopcdm of Religious knowledge,—Arti-

L = o B E S

*Kany say (hal the Jeios only, obaerved the Sabbath ; hut this ansnge

and others nlso, show ue clearly, that the Gentiles observed the Sablath.—
Ses Acts 18: 4, on this point.
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cle, Sabbath—we read, ‘The Sabbath was appointed

at the creation of the world, and sanclified, or Bel apart
for holy purposes, “for man,”” for all men, and there-
fore for Christians; since there was never any repeal
of the original institution. 'T'o this we add, that if the
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?f;‘“) iL ”{ * :‘ 3 &h command-
f”s i ; .‘ "Upon us. Oh!
1y ';"';'. (5t | you be? God

-- - .. econ:l Advent Liabrary,
No. xxxvlﬂ R t y . Bliss,”” on ‘“The Chro-
nology of the Blble, &c Wo read thus e

“One day is with the Lord as a thousand yenrs.—Sr. PeTER.
“The soventh Day is the Sablath of the Lord thy God.—Ex. xx. 10.

I gave them my Sabbaths {0 be a sign betwoen me and them.-1z. xx. 12,

“Which are a shadow of things to come.”"—Sr. PavL.

See what an acknowledgment this is, by Br. Bliss |
A word now in relation to the history. As far as 1
have been able to examine, during the last six mouths,
since I became convicted on this point, I find the fol-

lowing to be trne. The disciples evndunly kept the
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cle, Sabbath - we read, “The Sabbath was appointed

at the creation of the world. and sanctified, or set apart
for holy purposes, “for man,” for all men, and there
fore for Christians; since there was never any repeal
of the original institution. To this we add, that if the
moral law be the law of Christians, then is the Sab-
bath as explicitly enjoined upon them as upon the
Jews. But that the moral law 1s our law, as well as
the law of the Jews, all but Antimomians must ac
knowledge: and few, we suppose, will be inclined to
run into the fearful mazes of that error. in order to
support lax notions as to the obligation of the Sabbath;
into which, however, they must be pluncred if they

deny the law of the decalogue to be binding.”

In the Address to the “Lord’s Day Convention,”
holden in Baltimore in 1844, - of which Jo/hn Quincy
Adcams was President, - we find this remark in recom-
mending the observance of the Christian Sabbath: —
“It is a law of God. co-eval with creation. It is one
of the selected few of the ten commandments, that brief
but comprehensive expression of his will.”

By these extracts, we see that the fourth command-
ment is acknowledged to be now binding upon us. Oh!
that men were consistent. Reader, will you be? God
grant that you may.

On the ntle page of the “Second Advent Library,
No. xxxviii,” written “By S. Bliss.,” on “The Chron-
ology of the Bible,” &c, we read thus:

“One day is with the Lord as a thousand yenrs.—Sr. PeTER.
“The soventh Day is the Sablath of the Lord thy God.—Ex. xx. 10.
‘I gavo them my Sabbaths {o be a sign belween me and them.-1z. xx. 12,

“Which are a shadow of things to come.”"—S8r. Pave.

See what an acknowledgment this is, by Br. Bliss !
A word now in relation to the history. As far as 1
have been able to examine, during the last six months,
since I became convicted on this point, I find the fol-

lowing to be true. The disciples evidently kept the
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first day of the week aa a festival, in commemoration
of tha resurrection of Ohrist, but never as the Sabbatl.

A controvergy however commenced mward the close
~of the first cef [u;_: hether botirdays:should:be.
wlnch one, the AL R e DT Ao
troversy increased @
when Pope G‘reﬂ'om gadvisia s
enth day Sabbath an e i?j 1ht
' I‘t:sebms 58Y8 of Conste
ed, through all the Rama )
of the weel shonld be obSEED
Parliament of Englaﬁ 1 g‘ .--‘
of Richard IL"'f 4 *l' &R
for the keeping pt’ RIPH SR TV T,
VI, abont 147¢
163" he says,ﬁ
(Jllrlstmns | l]
And Joh ,',{
tian Religio s ; ¥
in the place ot‘ﬁf i
Mavlk lhls' e
of heaven!! Whg N
CMRRIRL 2t el
changing “times AndJ a“f“ ﬂ TstaTiDears to
me that all who keep llle“ﬂ po jevealeYor < e
Sabbath,”’ are Pope's S‘tmday
SARBATH BREAKERS ! ! |
TrurH is what I am after, and if 1 had but one day
on this earth to spend, I would give yp error for truth,
ns soon as 1 could see it. May the Lord give us wis-
dom, and help us to keep all ‘" his commandments that
we may have right to the tree of life.”” Rev. xxii. 14.
Yours, daily looking, and patiently waiting * for

that blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great
God, and our Savnor Jesus Christ.”

-----
LT AN

*HRaronius’ bnunclls 603.

4lusehiuyst Life of Conulanllne, Book 4tb, Chap. 17,18.
$Bampfield’s Finq. pags 116.

10
first day of the week as a fesfival, in commemoration
of the resurrection of Christ. But never as the Sabbath
A controversy however commenced toward the close
of the first century to see whether both days would be
kept, or only one; and 1f one should be given up.
which one, the first day, or the seventh. This con-
troversy increased century after century till A. D. 603,

when Pope Gregory passed a law abolishing the sev-
enth day Sabbath, and establishing the first day . *

'h_-'

Eusebius says of Constantine, “That he command-

ed, through all the Roman Empire, that the first day
of the week should be observed as a Sabbath.”{ ""The
Parhament of England met on Sundays till the fime
of Richard I’ “The first law of England made
for the keeping of Sunday, was in the time of Edward
VI, about 1470.” In Bishop Ely’s book, written in
1635, he says, “In St. Jerome’s days, the devoutest
Christians, did work on the first day of the week.”

And John Calvin, in his “Institution of the Chns-

tian Religion,” page 128, says, “The Old Fathers p

in the place of the Sabbath the day we call Sunda
Mark thls' The Old Fathers dzd it! Not the God
of heaven!! Whom will we obey?

Thus we see Dan. vii. 25 fulfilled, the “little horn™
changing “times and laws.” Therefore it appears to
me that all who keep the first day of the week for “the
Sabbath,” are Pope’s Sunday Keepers!! and God’s
SABBATHBREAKERS!!!

Truth 1s what I am after, and 1f I had but one day
on this earth to spend, I would give up error for
as soon as I could see 1t. May the Lord give us wis-
dom, and help us to keep all “His connnandments that
we may have right to the tree of live.” Rev. xxu1. 14

Yours, daily looking, and patiently waiting “for
that blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great

God. and our Savior Jesus Christ.”

*Haronins' bnunclls 503

11usebiust Life of Conutanllne, Book 4tb, Chsp. 17, 18.
$Bampfield’s Iing. puge 116.



SUPPLEMENT.

The word Sabbath, signifies rest: That of Sunday,
1s so called because 1t was dedicated to the Sun, by
the heathen nations 1n the north of Europe.

Idolatry we see in this, then.

The word Sunday, never occurs in the Bible, and mn
no mstance 1s the word Sabbath applied to the first day
of the week, but always refers to the seventh day.

It 1s said that the same portion of time which con-

stituted the seventh day from creation, could not be
observed 1 all parts of the earth, on account of the
different degrees of latitude and longitude.

The objection, however, amounts to nothing in my
mind. as the Sun must nise on this continent at the
same time as at the creation of the world. Therefore,
though the Sun may nise at a different time in Pales-
tine from what it does here, yet it will make no differ-
ence m the time of our beginning the Sabbath. “The
evening and the moming were the first day”. There-
we should begin the Sabbath on Friday eveming, and
end on Saturday evemng.

The question 1s frequently asked, whether 1t would not
be best now, as the practice of keeping the first day
has become so general, to continue to observe it, al-
though 1t 1s not the true Sabbath, as a change of days
would make it so difficult to manage our worldly af-
fairs — go to meeting, &c., &c.?

This question may be easily answered by asking
another, namely: “Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto men more than unto God, judge
}’e. 2)

[ know by experience that there are some difficul-

o, "Ij |‘ .
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 The word Sudbath sigmfies rest, That of Sunday,
13 80 }lﬁ ‘qgl‘q_uaeit, was dedicated to the Sun, by

athed nRliongHiT: ]l_%portlh of Eurape,
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en.
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RS e A1 ._.‘__jggt_?;;gﬁhda;y‘,-never occursin the Bible, and in
n lanes 49.4he word Sabbath applied to the first day

but always refers to the seventh day.

it the same portion of time which con-
gigeyenth day from creation, could not be
bhservedsip all phrts of the earth on account of the
tltfférent dagrees of latitude aud longitude.

‘Tha abjection, however, amounts to nothing in my
mind, as the Sun must rise on thig continent at the
same timeo as at the creation of the world, "T'hersfare
thaugh the Sun may risa at a different time in Pales-
fine from what it does here, yet it.will make no differ-
once in the time of our beginning the Sabbath. " 'The
evening and the morning were the first day.” Thove-
fore, we shonld hegin the Sabbath on I'riday evening
and end on Sajurday evening, |

I'ho question js frequently asked, whether it wonld
not be best now, as the practice.of keeping the first day
has become so general, to cantinue to observe it, al-
though it is not the true Sabbath, as a change of day
would malke it so difficult to manage our wosldly af-
fairs—go to meeting, &ec., &c.?

This question may be easily answered by asking
another, namely :  Whether i{ beright in the sight of
Gta’cll {o hearken wunto wen more than unto God, judge
ve.

I know by experience that there are some diffienls
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tiag in the way of keeping God's Sabbath, But what
of that? Th?; wicked world have always opposed
the truth, and those who practice it, and they always
will But for one, I had rather cbey God, and have
his approbation here, and nnallyjedjaysthe blessings
of the new earth—though all mergehute:Tipae) to
have the good opinion of men hergy antx=pétishuni.

Or in other words, and in the langufge:-otsndihi

liad rather go to Heaven alone, Shatbiasioiits
multitude.”” And as we have W EEBRaTI.
looking for the Lord (o come and. CRtEUR:

may lhe reader and the wrifer XEpP ALL
OF GoD, THAT WE MAY BR READY FOR THAT DAY,

AMEN.

ties n the way of keeping God’s Sabbath. But what
of that? This wicked world have always opposed
the truth, and those who practice it, and they always
will. But for one, I had rather obey God, and have
his approbation here, and finally enjoy the blessings
of the new earth — though all men hate me — than to
have the good opinion of men here, and perish at last.
Or 1n other words, and n the language of another, “I
had rather go to Heaven alone, than to Hell, with the
multitude.” And as we have every reason to be daily
Zookz)%or the Lord to come and call us to judement, may
the reader and the writer, KEEP ALL THE COMMANDMENTS
OF GOD, THAT WE MAY BE READY FOR THAT DAY.

AMEN
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seventh thousand years, Thereforg I think we should
keep the ‘“seventh day” as *‘a sigy,*!
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4 fied me, but fail to do

met with them on
assembled for worship, an in J

4 19. In Matt. all that is said abont it is, ‘‘Behold he
i:l - goeth before youinto Galilee;. there shall ye see him,”
‘1" &ec. Matt. xxviii. 7.” Mark says, *“‘he appeared unto
'Y two of them as they went into the country, and after-

xvi. 12—14. Luke expresses it about the same as

Mtaccording tothe |
commandment.” I know the reasons whichare given . |
in favor of keeping the first day, and they once satis- -
it now, after a thorpugh exami- .
nation of the subject. - It is said that therasurrection
of Christ,—and his often meeting his disciples on the .
first day of the week—together with the practice of ;
the Apostles, are sufficient reasons for observing the [
~ first day of the week. 1n regard to the resurrection of .
"} -~ Churist being on the first day of the week, I-will not .-
*y  deny, though some may think 1t needs proof. Re- =
" specting Christ’s often meeling his disciples on the first
day, 1 think we have no positive proof that he ever 3
his day but once when they were "\

d this we find ) Johp xX.

r
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kY Now, who know

Mark. Luke xxiv. 13-15, 30, 33, and 36. -John ap-~

315" pears to be a little more definite and says, ‘“I'hen the

' 'same day at evening, being the first day¥ of the week,

¢ the midst,” &c. John xx. 19.
W says, “And after eight days,” &ec. Not the eighth day
L. afler, as it ought to be, had Christ met with them the
g . next first day. L—

 find that he met them.again at the sea of Tiberias
P where the disciples were trying to catch fish. We sce
- therefore, that Christ appeared to the disciples while
% they were ‘‘going into the country’’ — ‘‘as they sat at’
& meat’—and when they were “fishing,” but only once
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3. in \he New Testament, the word day is in ilalics showing that it is notl in
the original, but supplied by the Trauslators, ~ co
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when the doorg were shut where the disciples were as-
- sembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in
In: the 26th verse he

Tn the 21st chapter, 1—3 verses we '

#{ et all notice that wherever the pllran.;., first day of the weel'’ occurs |

}." but one m‘ee[m’g of the disci

7
when they were assembled for worship, unless their =
" sitting at meat,.or together—as the margin reads, be -
- considered o meeting of worship. o |
.. In relation ;to the practice of "the apostles, there is .
iples on the first day of the
weelk, mmeptioned in the New ‘L'estament, and that is .
““in Acts xx. 7. But there are many meetings record-. .
<*-ed. which they held on the Sabbath. ' '
.. T know 1 Cor. xvi. 2, is considered proof respecting
" the first day; but when examined, I think it proves
Tﬁﬁllhe-contrary. It says, “Upon the first day of the weel,
l(;t:'{ever'ymne"bf you lay by him in store as God hath.
1 vAospered him;” &c.* *'The cxpression ‘“‘lay by -him n
r%store,”” 1 think plainly implies that they were at home,
Zrather thinn‘gt mggting, ~Rev. 1. 10, is the only other -
“place __;ha;_ggPr ‘b construed to favor the first day.— -
| ?ohnpa’ys A Tkwas iiﬁ;mqa}:il_fit;qn the Lord’s day.” —
Petﬂéjﬁ‘ e-meant the first or the secv- §
*the latter, hécause it is called *‘the
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In regard to the Sab

| “§ Sabbath of the Lo};‘d,tlfy God," but the first, is no-
ward unto the eleven as they sat at meat,”’ &c. Mark R A c | - -

Eﬁ'th, Christ says, “T'he Son of._
k man is Lord also of theSabbath.” Not a Subbath, but * ¢
.. the Sabbath. He says also, '“I'he Sabbath i‘v"'ns‘mude.:%.
*for man, and not man for the.Sabbath.” Mark ii. 27,
98, Hec does not say, the Sabbath was made for the ¥
~Jews, and a.Sabbath for the Gentiles, but ‘‘rae Sab-
bath was made r:;ﬂ:n' man.”—All mankind. Some may -9
~ think that our first day, is 1n real}\tly the seventh, but -
this is settled when we examine Matt. xxviii. 1, and "%
" Luke xxiii. 56, & xxiv. 1, where a plain distinction1s
made between the twodays. Matt. says, “In theend -
~ of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first -
- day of the week,” &ec. Luke says, “And rested the
. Sabbath day according to the commandment. Now .
" upon the first day of the week, very early in the morn- ..
ing,” &e. ' :
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fter having examined the ancient custom in rela- -
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